
Came from Pakistan, could not speak English, was in ESL, felt like giving up.

Realized that he could fail out of high school.

Began applying himself to school. Eventually, got out of ESL, started getting A's, 
started several clubs. 

Now in the top grades of his class.

For Zahoor, it was his inability to communicate that 
prevented him from developing as fully as he could
have in school/ (Note: Discussion ties in to a point
already mentioned in the introductory paragraph.)

In the Discussion section, Zahoor discussed his
newfound understanding of communication generally, 

and then as it related to him. He found that communication bridges
 cultural gaps. Particularly, as a Pakistani immigrant, 

Zahoor felt a need to bridge the communication gap between
 his fellow Pakistani immigrants and

the rest of the community.
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     Anatomy of a Personal Essay Model
    Zahoor's Story



Zahoor's personal goal is to become a doctor,
and practice in his community providing healthcare

to people who would otherwise not be able to communicate
their illness because of language barriers.

(Note: See how Zahoor connects his future goals to
his past experience and what he has overcome.)

Zahoor then tied that in to what higher education meant to him
personally.
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Important Note: Your essay has to resemble the flowchart in the flow of the argument. 
Zahoor's essay does it subtly without being obvious. Most personal essays received by 

admissions committees use up to 2 pages for the material you will cover in the 
introduction, which leaves an impression that you expect to get admitted on the basis 
of pity than for what you have accomplished in spite of obstacles. By following these 
guidelines, you ensure that the focus of the essay is on demonstrating your character

—both in action, and in thoughtful discussion.


